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Each night Our Family provides 
housing to over 549 people through 
our shelter, eviction prevention, 
rapid rehousing, transitional housing 
and permanent supportive housing 
programs. We not only provide 
assistance with rent but also 
wraparound services that assist our 
clients in stabilizing and maintaining 
housing, services that include help 
looking for jobs, creating a budget, 
connecting to health insurance and 
mainstream benefits like childcare 
and food assistance. 

Oftentimes clients write letters 
expressing their appreciation to their 
case managers. We are proud to 
share one such letter, written to case 
manager Nancy Larison, with you. 

Hello Nancy. I wanted to update you 
and take this moment to express my 
gratitude.

Thank you so much for your help. All 
of this has been so surreal for myself 

and at times I feel as if I am living in 
an alternate reality. But this is a good 
thing. I never saw myself with my 
own place, especially coming from 
my family history of drug abusers.

I am now cooking my own meals 
and sleeping in my own bed. This is 
awesome!

The Apartment is very nice! And I do 
not know how to express my thanks 
for this besides writing you.

I want you to know that you made 
a difference in my life and that I am 
using this time I have to become 
independent. I am on the road to 
getting my first real job and it will be 
at Goodwill. They have interviewed 
me and now I only need to do Tax 
Paper work and training.

I feel as if I have control over my 
future for the first time in my life. 
And my first step is getting hired so 
I can support myself. Now, I have a 

chance to do this. And the sooner I 
start working, the more money I can 
save until September.

Thank you so much for this 
opportunity. I am going to succeed. I 
just need to put in the work!

~Marcus*

*Client’s name and photo changed  
to provide confidentiality.

Sharing Client Messages of 
Gratitude and Perserverance 

Summer  
In-Kind Needs
Now that school is out and extreme 
heat is upon us, we are in need 
of items to keep our Reunion 
House teens cool, entertained and 
protected from the sun. 

We currently need:
• Reusable water bottles
• Lip sunscreen
• Bottles of water
• Gatorade 
• Flip Flops – all adult sizes
• Water Toys
• Sprinkler that attaches to a    
  garden hose

• Sun Visors (not baseball caps)
• Tickets/Day Passes to local  
  activities

For more information or to make 
an in-kind donation, please 
contact: Janiene Samarripas, 
jsamarripas@ourfamilyservices.org 
(520) 323-1708 x105.



Photo from left to right: Scott Koenig, Corey Cravens, 
Noah Gariepy and Our Family CEO Jamie Snyder. 

2022 Samantha Cravens 
Scholarship Recipient
Congratulations to Noah Gariepy, our 2022 
Samantha Cravens Scholarship Award Recipient!

The Samantha Cravens Scholarship Award was 
founded by Our Family former board chair and 
volunteer Scott Koenig to honor an employee who 
makes a personal commitment to professional 
growth. The award is named in memory of former 
Our Family employee Samantha Cravens. Sam 
touched many lives through her work at Our Family 
and her spirit of caring and generosity lives on 
through this award.

Jamie’s Corner 
Summer is a very special 
time for us, desert dwellers.  
As temperatures soar, 
many of us look forward to 
the monsoon rains, BBQs 
with friends, and quality 
family time during school 
breaks. As a working mom, 
I have experienced and 

can appreciate the many challenges that families 
face this time of year. Long summer breaks are 
a delicate balancing act of covering additional 
expenses for food and air conditioning while 
attending to work responsibilities and securing 
childcare. Without the structure of a school 
environment, many local families struggle to 
ensure children have access to nutritious meals 
and safe activities to spend their time.

Our Family Services supports youth and families 
through Reunion House, which operates 24 hours 
a day and off ers a safe respite for children ages 
12-17. Our Family strives to provide a home-like 
environment at Reunion House and provides 
youth with meals, essentials, and engaging 
activities. During this time of year, Reunion 
House is in need of donations to keep youth busy 
while they are out of school. We can always use 
donations of movie tickets, pool passes, museum 
passes, and any other fun activity you might 
think of! It is no small feat keeping a home full of 
teenagers busy during the hottest part of the day.

Our street outreach teams are also busy 
conducting outreach in the community to identify 
youth particularly at-risk during the extreme 
summer temperatures. Outreach teams are 
in need of summer items such as sunscreen, 
chapstick, light summer clothes, hats, bottled 
water, and hygiene items. During these hot 
summer months, please consider a donation to 
support our neighbors in need. We simply could 
not do this work without the help of supporters, 
such as yourself!

Jamie Snyder 
Chief Executive Offi  cer

Janiene Samarripas 
Promoted to 
Development Manager

We are pleased to announce 
that Janiene Samarripas 
is the new Our Family 
Development Manager, 
eff ective July, 1, 2022. Janiene 
has been with Our Family 
for 22 years and an integral 
part of the development 

department for over 10 years. In her new role, 
she is looking forward to meeting with donors 
and to cultivating opportunities for Our Family 
supporters to engage in our mission to eliminate 
homelessness and strengthen our community.

If you are interested in meeting with Janiene, 
please feel free to contact her at: 
jsamarripas@ourfamilyservices.org -or- 
(520) 323-1708 x 105 



Our Family’s Senior Leadership
Jamie Snyder, Chief Executive Officer 
Laurie Mazerbo, Chief Program Officer 

Our Family’s Board of Directors
Maria Arevalo, Michael Bush, Cyrus Cameron,  

Melissa Cervantes, Larry Cochran, Julian Easte,r 
Kathryn Field, Dan Nguyen, Mary Ojeda,  

Iliana Perez, Angela Soliz, Channing Stirrat

THANK YOU! 
A special thanks to the following foundations, clubs, and 
businesses who donated or held fundraisers for Our 
Family from January 1 through June 30, 2022. 

AmazonSmile Foundation 
American Woodmark Foundation
Amvets Post 770 Auxiliary
Arizona Cardinals Charities Fund
Arizona Department of Corrections
BMO Harris Bank 
Casas Adobes Congregational Church
City of Tucson ECAP
Kindle Project of Common Counsel Foundation
Community Foundation for Southern Arizona
Community Foundation for Southern Arizona LGBTQ+    
   Alliance Fund
DeConcini McDonald Yetwin & Lacy
Desert Diamond Casinos & Entertainment
Duley Bolwar Pederson
Frontstream
IBM Employees and Retirees
Immanuel Presbyterian Church
Legendary Automotive

Long Realty Cares Foundation
Lovitt & Touche, Inc.
O’Rielly Family Foundation
Pima County ECAP
Pima Dermatology
QuikTrip Corporation
Southwest Gas Corporation
St. John on the Desert Presbyterian Church
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
Stocker Foundation
The Foothills Club of Tucson 
TJX Foundation
Tucson Association of Realtors Charitable Foundation 
Tucson Federal Credit Union
Tucson Electric Power Company 
University of Arizona Blue Chip Leadership Group
United Way of Salt Lake
United Way of Tucson and Southern Arizona
Washington Federal Savings

Arizona Inmates 
Donate to Our 
Family
Our Family Services was selected from 
a statewide list of approved charities 
to be the beneficiary of a fundraiser 
held at Arizona State Prison Marana. 
Each quarter, the facility chooses a 
charity and a fundraiser based on 
specific initiatives. Jessica Caraballo, 
Our Family’s Marketing Associate, 
interviewed Sergeant Shelby Smith 
on the impact the fundraisers have on 
inmates at the facility.

How do organizations in general and 

Our Family in particular get chosen? 
This quarter was a focus on 
children’s charities that provide 
support to those in need of meals, 
shelter, training, education, medical 
services and such. I did a little 
research on Our Family and decided 
it would be a great charity for us.

In your opinion, what impact does 
the fund have on the prisoners, 
their rehabilitation and the 

community in general? 
The accounts help the inmates 
manage their money and assist them 
in focusing on the future. These 
fundraisers give them an opportunity to 
give back to the community while also 
benefiting from what we are selling 
them. In this case it was a carne asada 
plate from a local new restaurant.

How do the inmates feel about 
charitable giving through the fund? 
Our population loves the fundraisers 
and appreciate a chance to do 
something for someone else, 
especially when it involves our 
community because a lot of these 
guys are from the area and will 
release to our neighborhoods.
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Change service requested

Our Family Services publishes this newsletter three times a year. If you no longer wish to receive it, please let us know.

Join Our Team!
Our Family Services has several open positions in our 
Homeless Youth and Family Housing Services areas.

Our Family Services is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
We especially encourage applications from veterans, 
individuals with disabilities, and alumni from national 
service programs, people of color, people of diverse 
gender identities, women, and people with lived 
experiences of homelessness.

To learn more and apply, visit:
ourfamilyservices.org/join-our-team

Sponsor Holiday 
Meals at Reunion 
House All Year Long
Reunion House staff  work to make each and every 
holiday special for the youth in their care. From summer 
BBQs to Thanksgiving dinner, we can always use a 
sponsor to help make special occasions a little brighter.

If you are interested in sponsoring a holiday meal, 
please contact:Janiene Samarripas 
(520) 323-1708 x 105 -or-
jsamarripas@ourfamilyservices.org


